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Inter-parish 5-a-side
tournament 2011

Our annual football tour-
nament this year will be
held on Saturday 28th
May, at Stone Dominoes
FC, Yarnfields.

Teams are welcome from
parishes and youth groups
in the follwing categories:
Y4-6 (mixed) Olwen Grant
Memorial Trophy
Y7-9 (boys) Cath Lucas
Memorial Trophy
Y10-11 (boys)
Y7-11 (girls)

Entry is by booking form
only, which must be  re-
ceived by Friday 13th May.

Urgent – I desperately need
referees for our tourna-
ment.
Please contact me.

Latest News

‘Words most wonderful’

Watch out for an event
for all the family in the
North Staffs Deanery on
September 17th.

More details soon...

Soli House Retreat

Retreat weekend for
young people aged 14 -
17.

Details soon...

FLAME 2012
This is a national youth
event due to take place at
Wembley Arena on
Saturday March 24th
2012.

It has been inspired by the
Pope’s visit to the UK in
2010.

More details will be
announced soon, but for
now see
http://cymfed.org

Papal Visit: - Revisited

16th April

BCYS journeyed with 240
young people to
Westminster, Hyde Park
and Cofton Park during the
Papal visit. It was a once in a
life time opportunity.

Our re-union event will be
on Saturday 16th April 2011
at Oscott College, for those
that travelled with BCYS to
London for the weekend and
all those going to World
Youth Day Madrid this
summer.

His Grace, Archbishop
Bernard has agreed to lead
our catechesis, and to
celebrate our Mass.

The day starts at 11am for
the WYD group, and 12
noon for the Papal visit
group.

Parish Leaders Network
Meetings

North Staffs Deanery -
Wednesday 11th May,
7.30pm St Wulstan's

April
16  Papal Visit re-union
May
6/8 Alton Castle Weekend
28 5-a-side football
June
17/19 Invocation festival
July
23 Taize Pilgrimage
Aug 
9 World Youth Day 

Pilgrimage
Oct
14/16 Soli House retreat

Forthcoming dates

   Birmingham Catholi c Youth Service

Alton Castle Retreat
Weekend

Our annual weekend at the
Castle will take place on
May 6/8th. This is for any
young person in school Y5-9,
and the cost is £65, which is
the same as last year. You
will need to make your own
travel arrangements.

There are still places
available, so please contact
me, or visit our website for a
booking form.

Leap of Faith Challenge

The Leap of Faith challenge is a tandem parachute jump ,
supported by Catholic Today.

I am raising money for our youth services, and I'm asking
you to be generous. Please dig deep in your pockets and
sponsor me. You can give by either completing a sponsor
form  or by loging onto www.justgiving.com/Peter-Lucas

Meantime, please say a prayer for me! Thank you.



Recently there have been
courses  at St Thomas More
Catholic College & Blessed
William Howard High
School.

The course is for young
people (14 to 18), and
includes;

· Communication &
listening skills,

· Human development,

· Group work &
leadership,and

· Prayer & liturgy

Skills, all of  which are

relevant to young people in

many areas of their lives.

If your parish, youth group

or school would like to host

the course, please contact

Peter.

There has recently been a
Bethsaida course at Holy Trin-
ity parish, Newcastle, which
trained 6 new volunteers. Now
the parish has a brand new
youth group.
If you think that Bethsaida
training would help to motivate
and encourage parish volun-
teers in your parish, please
contact me for a chat.

The sessions can be tailored to
suit your needs, but usually
cover the following:
· Why Parish Youth Work?
· Groupwork & Leadership

Skills
· Sharing faith with young

people
· Good practice
· Programme Planning

All sessions last approximately
2 hours.
The course could be run in
your parish, or a number of
parishes could join together.

making us feel so
welcome, and to
Fr Stephen Fawcett for
celebrating Mass for
u s .
We will be looking
closely at the
evaluation sheets, and
taking on board your
comments. If there
are any questions as a
result of the day,
whether they are about
the workshops,
resources, or anything
else, please do get in
t o u c h .

Our training day at
Soli House was a great
success, thank you for
all those that came
along.
BCYS would also like
to thank Sandra
Satchell & Danny
Curtin for their
opening address, and
Jo Boyce, Helen Bardy,
Trish Dufficy & Sarah
Crowley for their
workshops.

Final thank you's to
the Soli House staff for

‘VITAL’ Young
Leaders Course

‘Bethsaida’ Adult Training Annual leaders training day

Activity Day -
February 12th

Our activity day at
Shugborough was a
great success, with over
60 young people taking
part in activities such as;
team games, archery,
climbing & fire lighting.
A big thank you to all the
staff at Shugborough.

Pictures can be viewed at
www.bcys.co.uk - click
on ‘gallery’.

Quiz night -
January 23rd

A lovely evening held at
Holy Trinity parish,
Newcastle.
Questions included rounds
on; pictures, music, general
knowledge, advertising
slogans, animals, sport &
numbers.
Thanks to all that took part,
and a special thank you to
quiz master Gerry Grant,
and to Sandra for helping

Taize

Y o u n g
adults from
the Diocese
are invited
to join
BCYS in
Taize from

July 23rd to August 1st, at a
cost of £189.

If you would like to go to
Taize, to share a week with
the ecumenical community,
and you are aged between
16 & 26, then please contact
Claire Swaffield on
07854 826 716 for more
information.

World Youth Day -
Madrid

Preparat ions
are under way
for young
people from
around the
world to travel

to Madrid to meet Pope
Benedict for the 26th
World Youth Day in
August 2011.

LATEST NEWS - There
are currently 4 places
with the BCYS group
available until Easter. If
you would like to go
please contact
Maria Bracken on

Resources  - Our current resources boxes are being
reviewed. Very soon we are hoping to be able to offer
a variety of activity boxes which parishes will be
available to borrow, as well as a number of 'virtual'
resources and ideas, which will be downloadable
through our website.

Prayer groups
Stafford Deanery - very soon we are hoping to start a
prayer/discussion group for teenagers in the Stafford
Deanery. If you would be interested please contact me, or
keep an eye on our website for further details.
North Staffs - the group is taking a break for the moment,
but we’ll be back later in the year.

TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES

“Invocation 2011” is a national festival for young adults, to be held in

the grounds of St. Mary’s College, Oscott from 17th – 19th June 2011.

The festival is aimed at young men and women aged 16-35, who are

looking to deepen their relationship with Christ and who are searching for

the knowledge understanding of God’s will for their lives.

The event will provide “Fellowship, Catechesis, Confession and

Adoration” with time for prayer, quiet reflection, and discernment through

Keynote speakers, interactive workshops and life-changing services.

For more information, see - http://www.invocation.org.uk


